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But Vallabha greatly extended it by communicating the
mantra to men of other castes. This man was a
Sanyasi, and flourished about the sixteenth century.
Originally he resided at Gokul, near Mathura, then at
Vrindavana, where he lived under a pipul-tree, which is
still shown to pilgrims. At Mathura, too, there are
traces of him to be found : all these places being con-
nected with various scenes in the life of Krishna. It
was at Vrindavana that he is said to have been honoured
by a visit from Krishna himself, who enjoined him to
extend his worship under the form of Bala Gopal (the
boy Gopal). Vallabha is said to have gone to heaven
from Benares in a miraculous manner. Entering the
river at Hanuman Ghat, and stooping down to worship,
he suddenly disappeared : a brilliant flame arose from
the spot, and in the presence of a host of spectators he
ascended into heaven.

It is in the Brahma Vaivartha that the fullest particu-
lars of the childhood of Krishna are found ; and though
his worship is not commanded, yet, as it speaks of the
Creator as a young man, and dwells upon the miraculous
doings of his youth, its authority is claimed. According
to this book, Krishna has a heaven of his own, called
Goloka, high above the heavens of Vishnu and Siva.
In this beautiful home lives Krishna in the bloom of
youth, in colour like a dark cloud, clad in yellow-
garments, playing on his flute. Being alone, he medi-
tated on the world; then Maya, a female form, arose,
from whom and himself all beings divine and human
came.

Vallabha introduced a remarkable innovation for a
Sanyasi, which showed that Epicureanism was not at all
confined to Greece. He taught that as privation formed
no part of sanctity, God should be worshipped, not by
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